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6 JULY  1987 


SUBJECT:  Closure  of  Providence  Field  Office 


TO: 


All  Providence  Field  Office  Employees 


1 . Fora  period  of  36 years,  the  Providence  Field  Office  (PVO)  has  performed 
as  an  integral  part  in  fulfilling  the  mission  of  DMA  and  its  predecessor 
agencies.  During  this  period  the  PVO  professional  workforce  and  support 
elements  were  instrumental  in  producing  thousands  of  topographic  maps, 
hydrographic  charts,  and  special  products  to  fulfill  the  many  diverse  needs 
of  the  Department  of  Defense.  The  dedication  and  professionalism  de- 
monstrated by  PVO  employees  during  these  many  years  made  the  office 
a very  viable  part  of  DMA.  The  Providence  employees  can  be  proud  of  this 
accomplishment  and  DMA  is  indebted  to  each  and  every  individual  for  the 
efforts  they  have  expended  in  supporting  DMA. 

2.  We  at  DMA  bid  farewell  to  the  employees  of  the  Providence  Office 
who  have  chosen  new  career  paths  in  life.  And,  to  those  who  have  decided 
to  relocate  and  stay  with  DMA  we  wish  you  well.  Best  wishes  for  success 
to  all  in  future  endeavors. 


PETER  G.  O'NEILL 
Colonel,  USA 
Director 
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A BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  PROVIDENCE  OFFICE 

DEFENSE  MAPPING  AGENCY 
HYDROGRAPHIC  / TOPOGRAPHIC  CENTER 


The  Providence  Office 


The  origin  of  the  Providence  Office  of  the  De- 
fense Mapping  Agency's  Hydrographic/Topo- 
graphic Center  is  found  in  the  expanding  de- 
mands placed  on  military  mapmaking  resources 
as  the  decade  of  the  1950s  dawned.  Originally 
established  as  a branch  of  the  Army  Map  Service, 
the  mission  of  the  Providence  Office  grew  over 
its  36  year  history  to  include  mapmaking  respon- 
sibilities to  meet  requirements  throughout  the 
Department  of  Defense. 


MISSION  AND  FUNCTIONS 


It  was  the  recognition  of  space  limitations  at 
the  Army  Map  Service  base  plant  in  suburban 


Washington,  D.C.,  combined  with  the  intensely 
competitive  postwar  labor  market  in  the 
Washington  area  and  projections  of  expanding 
military  mapmaking  requirements,  that  led  to  the 
decision  in  1950  to  establish  four  field  offices.  ) 
On  1 July  1951,  the  Army  Map  Service  opened 
the  Providence  Office  as  well  as  offices  in  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  San 
Antonio,  Texas.  Over  the  next  36  years,  the  Pro- 
vidence Office  expanded  from  its  original  cadre 
of  seven  supervisory  employees  sent  from  the 
Army  Map  Service  headquarters  to  a staff  of  over 
200  employees,  reaching  a peak  of  302  personnel 
in  1955. 

Although  the  basic  mission  of  the  Providence 
Office  remained  the  production  of  maps 


<£> 


throughout  its  history,  the  expansion  and  con- 
solidation of  military  mapmaking  functions  in  the 
1960s  and  1970s  resulted  in  several  name 
changes  for  its  higher  headguarters.  In  January 
1 969,  the  consolidation  of  the  Army  Map  Service 
and  other  cartographic  elements  formerly  under 
the  control  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  resulted  in 
the  establishment  of  the  U.S.  Army  Topographic 
Command  and  the  designation  of  the  Providence 
Office  as  a U.S.  Army  Topographic  Production 
Center.  Another  name  change  came  on  1 July 
1 972,  when  all  Department  of  Defense  mapmak- 
ing functions  were  combined  under  a new  joint 
organization  designated  the  Defense  Mapping 
Agency.  At  that  time  the  Providence  Office  be- 
came a field  office  of  the  Defense  Mapping 
Agency's  Topographic  Center.  Finally,  on  18  Sep- 
tember 1 978,  the  Providence  Office  experienced 
the  last  change  in  its  organizational  lineage 
when  it  became  a subelement  of  the  Field  Of- 
fices Department,  Defense  Mapping  Agency,  Hy- 
drographic/Topographic Center.  Despite  this 
final  name  change,  it  was  not  until  18  May  1980 


Beached  boats  and  damaged  pilings  from  Hurricane  Carol  were 
only  a few  blocks  away  from  the  Providence  Office. 


that  a Hydrographic  Division  was  established 
within  the  Providence  Office.  In  factjjhe  Provi- 
dence Office  was  the  Defense  L Mapping 
Agency's  only  field  office  given  responsibility  for 
the  nautical  charts  produced  within  the  realm  of 
the  Hydrographic  Division^ 


HOUSING  THE  PROVIDENCE  OFFICE 

The  first  location  of  the  Providence  Office  in 
the  early  1950s  was  in  a temporary  facility  con- 
structed during  World  War  II  in  the  former  Walsh- 
Kaiser  Shipyard,  three  miles  south  of  the  city  of 
Providence.  The  continuing  possibility  of  devas- 
tation from  hurricanes  in  the  following  years 
threatened  the  viability  of  this  location  as  the 
long-term  home  of  the  Providence  Office.  In  Au- 
gust 1 954,  Hurricane  Carol  wreaked  havoc  in  the 
area  as  depicted  in  the  accompanying  photo- 
graphs. The  reality  of  the  hurricane  threat 
prompted  a search  for  a new  location. 
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Another  view  of  the  new  Providence  Office. 


/I  view  of  the  Warwick  Mills  building  prior  to  renovations 
in  I960  and  construction  of  a private  entrance  for  the 
Providence  Office. 


After  looking  into  several  old  textile  facilities 
no  longer  in  use,  on  1 January  1956,  the  Provi- 
dence Office  moved  several  miles  inland  to  the 
town  of  West  Warwick,  Rhode  Island.  The  new 
location  was  at  the  approximate  geographic 
center  of  the  state,  twelve  miles  south  of  the  city 
of  Providence.  Although  the  building  underwent 
several  renovations  overtheyears,  the  Providence 
Office  remained  in  the  facility,  originally  con- 
structed in  the  1890s,  from  1956  until  its  closure 
in  1987.  A search  for  another  new  facility  was 
initiated  in  1982  in  an  attempt  to  find  a more 
modern  building  and  to  relieve  overcrowding 
and  associated  production  flow  problems.  De- 
spite this  search,  cost  factors  prohibited  the  move 
and  in  1982  the  General  Services  Administration 
signed  a long-term  lease  for  the  West  Warwick 
building. 


/\  view  of  the  first  floor  of  the  Warwick  Mills  building  in  / 956 
prior  to  occupancy  by  the  Providence  Office 
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The  first  floor  of  the  new  building  was  filled  with  activity  by 
October  1956. 


The  first  major  improvement  to  the  facility 
came  in  1960  with  the  completion  of  extensive 
interior  renovations  resulting  in  the  addition  of 
a complete  photographic  laboratory  and  photo- 
grammetric  capabilities  on  the  ground  floor.  A 
second  major  renovation  of  the  building  in  1965 
allowed  for  the  activation  of  a Special  Activities 
Area  to  meet  specialized  classified  reguirements. 
In  1966,  a second  photographic  laboratory  for 
the  Cartographic  Division  was  established  on  the 
second  floor.  Finally,  the  lease  signed  in  1982 
called  for  major  renovations  and  an  additional 
15,000  sguare  feet  of  operating  space.  By  the 
end  of  1983  this  final  upgrade  to  the  Providence 
Office  facility  was  complete,  providing  approxi- 
mately 63,322  sguare  feet  of  space. 


In  June  1 96  /,  members  of  the  original  staff  assembled  to  celebrate  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  activation  of  the  Providence  Office  in  1951 . 
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TECHNOLOGICAL  ADVANCES 


Over  the  years,  the  staff  of  professional  cartog- 
raphers in  the  Providence  Office  produced 
thousands  of  topographic  maps  and  hydro- 
graphic  charts  in  support  of  the  many  and  varying 
needs  of  the  Department  of  Defense. 

Most  of  the  original  work  force  was  hired  from 
local  resources  to  be  trained  as  cartographic  tech- 
nicians. A large  unemployed  labor  force  that  was 
the  result  of  a steady  decline  in  the  Rhode  Island 
textile  industry  made  it  possible  for  the  Provi- 
dence Office  to  recruit  a work  force  of  talented 
personnel  in  1951.  The  first  group  began  training 
in  July  1951  and  subsequently  served  as  instruc- 
tors for  new  employees.  Within  a year,  most  of 
the  additional  supervisory  personnel  required  to 
staff  the  growing  office  were  selected  from 
among  those  originally  hired  locally  in  1951. 

In  the  early  1950s,  production  personnel  re- 
ceived training  in  one  of  the  two  basic  cartog- 
raphic skills:  manual  compilation  or  pen  and 

ink  drafting.  By  the  mid-1950s,  the  pen  and  ink 
method  gave  way  to  scribing,  or  negative  en- 
graving. In  1956,  increasing  technological  ad- 
vances combined  with  increasing  production  de- 
mands to  prompt  the  institution  of  "combina- 
tion” techniques  at  the  Providence  Office.  With 
this  method,  compilers  and  engravers  received 
training  in  all  phases  of  production.  The  creation 
of  a more  diversified  and  broadly  trained  work 
force  led  to  the  establishment  of  a higher  jour- 
neyman grade  and  the  elimination  of  all  cartog- 
raphic jobs  under  the  Wage  Board  grade  struc- 
ture. 
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PERSONNEL  OF  THE  PROVIDENCE  OFFICE 


The  addition  of  photogrammetric  capabilities 
to  the  Providence  Office  in  I960  resulted  in  a 
work  force  trained  in  three  cartographic  produc- 
tion phases:  compilation,  color  separation,  and 

photogrammetric.  Further  developments  in- 
cluded training  for  employees  with  artistic  back- 
grounds in  shaded  relief  portrayal  beginning  in 
1 965.  Twenty  years  later  this  techmgue  gave  way 
to  terrain  embossing  and  the  training  of  several 
employees  in  this  new  techmgue.  Also,  photo- 
mapping and  pictomapping  techmgues  were  in- 
troduced in  1968,  followed  by  hydrographic  pro- 
duction in  1980.  The  addition  of  the  UTS-400 
computer  terminal  to  the  UNIVAC  1 180,  the  Tl- 
745  data  terminal,  the  Kongsberg  Plotter,  the  AS- 
1 1 Stereoplotters,  along  with  other  eguipment, 
gave  the  Providence  Office  expanded  capabilities 
to  meet  its  production  reguirements  for  the  De- 
fense Mapping  Agency. 


The  end  result  of  these  technological 
changes  was  a diversified  staff,  with  each  cartog- 
rapher performing  a wide  range  of  tasks  involv- 
ing compilation,  color  separation,  and  in-process 
quality  control  on  all  scales  of  maps  and  charts. 
Although  most  of  the  technical  and  professional 
training  for  personnel  in  the  Providence  Office 
was  conducted  in-house  since  no  courses  in  car- 
tography were  available  at  local  universities, 
many  employees  enrolled  in  and  completed  re- 


Officials  Gaylord  Palmer,  LTC  Whitchurch,  Willie  Borland,  Cyrus  G.  Finley, 
Howard  Ymghng,  George  James,  and  Mike  Schnber  tour  the  Photogrammet- 
ric Division  of  the  Providence  Office  in  I960 


lated  courses  in  scientific  or  technical  areas.  Over 
250  employees  of  the  Providence  Office  com- 
pleted courses  in  fields  such  as  mathematics, 
physical  geography,  geology,  navigation, 
oceanography,  surveying  and  computer  science. 

In  addition,  1 1 employees  of  the  Providence 
Office  enrolled  in  the  Defense  Mapping  Agency's 
long-term,  full-time  training  program.  One  em- 
ployee graduated  from  the  Defense  Mapping 
Agency  Executive  Leadership  Program  while 
another  employee  completed  the  Department  of 
Defense  Executive  Leadership  Demonstration 
Program. 


The  mission,  production  capabilities,  and  pro- 
fessional staff  of  the  Providence  Office  led  to 
representation  in  numerous  professional 
societies  including  the  American  Congress  on 
Surveying  and  Mapping  (National  and  New  En- 
gland Sections),  the  American  Society  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Science,  the  American  Society  of 
Photogrammetry,  the  Earth  Science  Technigues 
Association,  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  Profes- 
sional Land  Surveyors,  the  Society  of  American 
Military  Engineers  (National  and  Narra gansett 
Posts),  and  the  New  England  Federation  of  Sur- 
veyors and  Cartographers. 


An  end-of-summer  buffet  dinner  and  dance  was  held  for 
Providence  Office  employees  at  the  Edgewood  Yacht  Club 
on  4 October  1962. 


Members  of  the  1956  Providence  Field  Office 
softball  team  gathered  in  early  1987  to  celebrate 
their  30-year  reunion. 


In  addition  to  sponsoring  activities  in  profes- 
sional societies.  Providence  Office  employees 
have  been  active  in  and  supported  numerous 
cultural,  regional,  educational,  and  service  or- 
ganizations in  their  local  communities  over  the 
years.  A few  examples  include  the  American  Red 
Cross,  Emergency  Medical  Service  units.  Girl  and 
Boy  Scout  troops,  community  theater  organiza- 
tions, local  school  Parent-Teacher  organizations, 
and  various  religious  organizations. 


<0 


The  Providence  Field  Office  proudly  displayed  the  Field  Offices 
Department  Annual  Bowling  Tournament  Trophy  in  1 986  and 


Family  members  gather  to  enjoy  the  annual  summer 

picnicm  July  1986 


1987. 


The  1986  Providence  Field  Office  softball  team. 


Over  its  36  year  history,  the  Providence  Office 
produced  over  8,300  cartographic  products  for 
the  Department  of  Defense,  ranging  from  small 
scale  world  map  series  to  large  scale  city  graphics 
and  crisis  support  projects.  The  employees  of  the 
Providence  Office  have  made  a significant  con- 
tribution to  the  military  capabilities  and  readiness 
of  the  Department  of  Defense  and  can  be  proud 
of  their  heritage  as  part  of  the  Defense  Mapping 
Agency  and  its  predecessors. 


DIRECTORS 

OF  THE 

PROVIDENCE  OFFICE 


1951  - 1954 

Edwin  J.  Talbot 

1954- 1975 

Howard  L Tingling 

1975-1981 

Thomas  C.  McKeown 

1981  - 1983 

John  E.  Growman 

1983-1 985 

Douglas  R.  Barrowman 

1985-1 986 

John  N.  Spinning 

1986-1 987 


John  R.  Sorvik 
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PROVIDENCE  OFFICE  EMPLOYEES 

1987 


Director's  Secretory 
Karen  A.  Corcoran 


Techniques  Office 

Jerome  W.  Tisser,  John  A.  Silvestri  (Chief),  John  H.  O'Brien 


Production  Management  Office 

Bertram  R.  Beaulieu,  Chief  Production  Management  Office 

Margaret  E Forman,  Alexander  MacDonald 


Photogrammetric  Division 
Joseph  E.  P.  Thibodeau,  Chief 
Velma  L.  Clinton,  Secretary 


Photogrammetric  Division,  Branch  3 
Edward  Ferreira,  Madeline  H.  Tangney,  Joan  A.  Lade- 
fian,  Anthony  J.  Mikkelson,  Robert  B.  Erickson 

Photogrammetric  Division,  Branch  1 
Front  Row:  Lucille  S.  Maquire,  Anne 
L.  Ward  (Chief),  Gerald  H.  Janson 
Back  Row:  Daniel  J.  O'Connell,  Philip 
FT  Brindamour,  Stephen  N.  Larson 


Photographic  Division 

Front  Row:  James  F.  Segall,  Lawrence  Grieco 
(Chief),  Ernest  J.  Allin  Back  Row:  Richard  F. 
Gray,  Richard  T.  Gonsalves 


Security  Division 

Front  Row:  Karen  L.  Brown,  Margaret  A. 
McElroy  Back  Row:  LTC  Thomas  Olan- 
der  (Chief),  Robert  S.  LaChance,  Sr. 


Personnel  Services 

Catharine  M.  Salvatore,  Carol  Reynolds 


Mapping/Charting  Division  I,  Branch  / 

Front  Row:  Robert  E.  Tucker,  Charla  R.  Helmers, 
Robert  C.  Zammarelli,  Roy  A,  Benson  (Chief),  Ken- 
neth E.  Minor,  Donald  J Morgan  Back  Row: 
Ann  M.  Willis,  Matthew  J.  Poole 


Mapping/Charting  Division  /,  Branch  2 
Front  Row  John  Bik,  Michael  J,  Weingord, 
Joseph  Robitaille,  Corey  A.  Latham  (Chief),  Robert 
A.  Knott  Back  Row:  Patricia  Kundl,  Vincent  J,  Per- 
mce,  Theresa  J.  Boyd,  Cynthia  B.  Blazar,  Paul 
Stefamw,  James  M.  McClorey,  Jr. 


Mapping/Charting  Division  I,  Branch  4 
Front  Row:  Roland  N.  Fontaine,  Reinaldo  Rios- 
Romero,  Stewart  V.  Pagenstecher  (Chief),  James 
Hare,  Robin  J.  Newcomb  Back  Row:  Joan  E. 
Keith,  PatrickF.  Rossom,  LoisG.  Beauchain,  Debra  A. 
Soares,  Brian  E.  Hackworth,  Elizabeth  A.  Mikkelson 


Mapping/Charting  Division  2,  Branch  1 
Front  Row;  Matthew  M.  Cronin,  Bonnie  M,  Gon- 
salves, Walter  E.  Moskwa,  Delores  E.  Porrino 
(Chief),  Michael  R.  Morris  Back  Row  Terry  E 
Tinti,  Stephen  H.  Didow,  John  W.  Oliver,  David 
E,  Rittner,  Michael  G.  Rogers,  Donald  R.  Filippelli, 
David  A.  Greene 


■ 

c - c 
ttUfj 


S'WEnd'**'  1 


Mapping/Charting  Division  2,  Branch  3 
Front  Row:  Samuel  Clark,  Richard  E.  Thomas, 
Allen  J.  Fields  (Chief),  Russell  R.  Hannon,  Frank 
Manzi  Back  Row  Brian  E.  Hackworth,  Robert 
S.  Bogosian,  Gideon  S.  Applegate,  Ronald  R.  Fon- 
taine, Sharon  S.  Stanish 


Mapping/Charting  Division  2,  Branch  2 
Kenneth  J.  Schauer,  Brian  W,  McMullin,  Robert 
A.  Wnek,  Renee  L.  Wiley,  Anthony  S.  Nofi  (Chief), 
Thomas  M.  Zubaty,  Richard  E.  Knight 


Mapping/Charting  Division  2,  Branch  4 
Front  Row  Richard  E.  Thomas,  Gary  F.  Benassi 
Back  Row:  Jervis  P.  Zimmerman,  James  H. 
Stallworth,  William  W.  Trzyzewski  (Chief),  David 
M.  Grosiak 


Hydrographic  Division 
Thomas  J.  Daly,  Chief 
Jennie  A.  Balme,  Secretary 


Hydrographic  Division,  Branch  / 

Front  Row  Mark  D.  Thanas,  Gregory  E Siwicki,  Alexan- 
der H.  Schiavulli  (Chief),  Maureen  E.  McLaughlin, 
Michael  A.  DiStefano  Back  Row:  Robert  S.  LaChance, 
Jr.,  William  J.  Ohno,  John  B.  Doyon,  Gordon  S.  Hoselton 


Hydrographic  Division,  Branch  3 
Front  Row  Robert  A.  Goley,  Donald  E.  Green,  Stephen 
R.  Valeff,  Philip  J.  Bellino  Back  Row  John  J.  Costello, 
Herman  A.  Dohmann,  Glenn  K.  Chisholm,  Michael  J 
Kawaler  (Chief) 


Hydrographic  Division,  Branch  2 
Front  Row  Mark  C.  DiFranco,  Michael  R.  Panas, 
Michael  J.  Dionms,  John  V.  DiMaio  Back  Row 
Michael  L Savella,  Ralph  J.  Kendrick,  Karen  J.  Gray, 
Michael  C.  Horey  (Chief) 


Federal  Protective  Officer 
Edward  Devane 


Coventry  Credit  Union 

Emily  Page,  Robert  Wnek  (Mapping/Charting  Division  2) 


Electronics  Technician 
James  C.  D'Amico 


EMPLOYEES  OF  THE  PROVIDEWCE  OFFICE 


1951  - 1987 


Abraham,  Albert 

Barra,  Anthony 

Bourassa,  Marilyn  E. 

Carvolo,  Janet 

Adams,  Edgar 

Barrett,  Vienna 

Bouressa,  Allen 

Casale,  Anthony 

Adams,  Kenneth 

Barros,  Donna  L. 

Bourgault,  Mary  A, 

Catalano,  David  M. 

Adams,  Paul  H. 

Barrowman,  Douglas  R. 

Bourgeois,  Theresa 

Catanzaro,  Anthony 

Ahern,  Alice 

Barry,  Edward  F. 

Bourgette,  Robert 

Catanzaro,  Bartholomew 

Alexander,  Gerald 

Battle,  Joyce  E. 

Boyd,  Teresa  J. 

Catudal,  Raymond 

Allin,  Ernest 

Beaton,  Henry 

Braitsch,  William  J, 

Cayouette,  Janet  L. 

Allin,  Thomas  R. 

Beaubien,  Edward 

Brawley,  Thomas  M. 

Cedrone,  Arduino 

Allison,  William  H. 

Beauchain,  Lois  G. 

Brawn,  Robert  E. 

Celestino,  Lillian 

Amato,  Rose 

Beaudoin,  David  M 

Brier,  Maurice 

Chadwick,  Frederick 

Amelico,  Eugene 

Beaulieu,  Bertram  R. 

Briggs,  Barbara 

Champagne,  Robert 

Andoscia,  George 

Beauregard,  Robert 

Brindamour,  Philip 

Chapman,  Frank 

Angers,  Raymond 

Beauvis,  Richard  F. 

Brisson,  David 

Charlebois,  Oliver  T. 

Antonetti,  Frank 

Bedigian,  Avedis 

Brumbaugh,  Robert  A. 

Chartier,  Raymond  J. 

Apkarian,  Avedis 

Bedigian,  Dickran 

Bruneau,  Shirley 

Chisholn,  Glenn  K 

Applegate,  Gideon  S. 

Bellamy,  Thomas  E. 

Brunt,  Carol 

Clark,  Gerald 

Archer,  Ernest 

Bellino,  Phillip  J. 

Buco,  Thomas 

Clark,  Richard  C. 

Aron,  Donald 

Benassi,  Gary  F. 

Budnovitch,  D,  Mariea 

Clark,  Samuel 

Ashraf,  Asaf 

Benharns,  Justin 

Burghardt,  Andrew 

Clark,  Vivian 

Atkinson,  Catherine 

Benson,  Roy  A. 

Burke,  John  D. 

Cleinman,  Samuel 

Atkinson,  Gordon  H. 

Bentley,  Charles 

Butterworth,  Mary  L. 

Clinton,  Velma 

Audet,  Arthur  J. 

Bergen,  Brent  D 

Butterworth,  Robert  D 

Coates,  Ralph  W„  Jr. 

Auotte,  Walter 

Bergeron,  John 

Byrne,  Sara 

Coe,  Robert  J. 

Aurecchia,  Dean 

Bernhard,  Miriam 

Cady,  Carmel 

Coffey,  James  C. 

Avedesian,  Alice 

Bernhard,  Robert  E 

Cain,  Robert  F. 
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